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Newsletter  

F riday July 7, 
2017 marks the 

75th anniversary 
of the wreck of 
the SS Rufus 
King, just off the 
shores of Amity 

Point 

The SS Rufus 
King was a 

10,000 ton  
American Liberty 

Ship which 
foundered off 
North Stradbroke 

Island in July 1942. She was 
transporting millions of pounds  
of fuel and hospital supplies from 

Los Angeles to Brisbane she ran 
aground on the treacherous 

South Passage Bar in terrible 

weather, and broke in two.   

What followed was one of the 
greatest salvage operations ever  

to be carried out on the east  
coast of Australia.  A number of 

small craft and many locals were 

involved in the salvage operation. 

The tremendous effort of the  
salvage crews could not be  

publicised at the time because of 
the wartime security blackout.  

The salvage operation was  
undertaken in extremely difficult 

and often dangerous conditions, 

and took substantial time.   

One half of the wreck was  
eventually fixed up at Pinkenba 

and taken to New Guinea to be 
used as a barge. The other half 

remains in the South Passage. 

Come to a presentation about 

the story of the Rufus King and 
the salvage operation on  
Friday July 7 at the Amity  

Public Hall, 10am, followed by 
morning tea.  $5 per person. 

Everyone welcome. 
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NSI Historical Museum gratefully 
acknowledges the assistance of  
Sibelco Australia in the production of 
this Newsletter. 

SAVE THE 
DATE!  

 
 

Sunday July 2 
MEGA-Raffle 

drawn 
 

Friday July 7  
Rufus King Talk, 

Amity Hall 
 

Wednesday July 12 
PUMPED!  

Exhibition launch 
at the Museum 

SHIPWRECKED! 

The SS Rufus King, broken in two, lying on sandbanks near 
Amity Point, 1942. 
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¢ƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƛǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ 
ƻŦ ǿƘŀƭŜ-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƛƴ 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ 

!ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƛǎ ŀ 
ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŬǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ 
±ŀƭǿȅƴ /ǳǊǝǎΦ 

±ŀƭΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎτ!ǊǘƘǳǊ ŀƴŘ 
±ŜǊŀ /ǳǊǝǎ ƻŦ aŀƴƭȅτ
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ²ŜƭǎōȅΩǎ 
ōƻŀǘ !Ƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфнлΩǎΦ  
¢ƘŜȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 
ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ aƻǊŜǘƻƴ .ŀȅΦ   

Lƴ мфслΣ ±ŀƭ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ  
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IŀǊōƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
aŀǊƛƴŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ 
CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎΦ  CǊƻƳ мфсл ǘƻ 
мфсн ƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŀǿ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƴƎŀƭƻƻƳŀ ²ƘŀƭƛƴƎ  
{ǘŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ aƻǊŜǘƻƴ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŀǎ 
ŀ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀǘŜ ²ƘŀƭƛƴƎ 
LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊΦ   

±ŀƭ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƭŀŎǘŀǝƴƎ ǿƘŀƭŜǎΣ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎƛȊŜŘ ǿƘŀƭŜǎΣ ǎǘƻƳŀŎƘ 

ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀƭŜ 
ŜƳōǊȅƻǎΦ  

!ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ 

±ŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ 

ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪ 
aŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƴƎǊƻǾŜǎΥ   

/ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎ ƻŦ !  

CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ  

aŀǊƛǝƳŜ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊΦ  

±ŀƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ 

ƳŀǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ  

ǊŜƭŀǝƴƎ ǘƻ ƻȅǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ 

ƛƴ aƻǊŜǘƻƴ .ŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ  

ŎǳǊŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƻȅǎǘŜǊ 

ǎƘŜƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀǊƛǝƳŜ  

ǎǇŜŎƛƳŜƴǎΦ   

¢ŀƪŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ  

ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ  

ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

ǊƻƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ 

ŬǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΣ ƻȅǎǘŜǊƳŜƴΣ  

ǿƘŀƭŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǳƎƻƴƎ  

ŬǎƘŜǊƳŜƴ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ aƻǊŜǘƻƴ 

.ŀȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ 

ŀƴŘ ǘǿŜƴǝŜǘƘ  

ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎΦ   

¢ƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ 

ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŀƴ  

ƻōƧŜŎǘ ŎƻƴŬǊƳŜŘ ōȅ 

ŎǳǊŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǘ vƭŘ  

aǳǎŜǳƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 

ƻƭŘ ǿƘŀƭŜ ƘŀǊǇƻƻƴΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƘŀǊǇƻƻƴ ǿŀǎ 

ŦƻǳƴŘ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ 

ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ 5ǳǧƻƴ 

tŀǊƪΣ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƻƴŎŜ ƘŀǾŜ 

ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳōōƛǎƘ 

ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘǊŜƴŎƘŜǎ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƪƛǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ  

.ǊƛǎōŀƴŜΦ  

¢ƘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ŦƻǊƳ 

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀƭƛƴƎΦ 

MEMBERSHIPS  
are due on July 1. 

 
Please see  

enclosed form for renewal  
details, or give us a ring 

at the Museumé. 

Dues can be paid by  
direct debit, cheque or at 

the Museum counter. 

Your membership fee 
helps fund the Museum to 
collect and preserve the 

Islandõs cultural heritage, 
and to share the Islandõs 
stories with visitors from 

near and far. 

       Friends of the Museum  
Become a Friend of the Stradbroke Museum.  

Donate $500 or more, and receive life membership,  
invitations to all Museum events and  functions, and  

acknowledgement in the Museum.  

All donations to the Museum are TAX DEDUCTIBLE  

You could also consider a bequest to the NSIHM.  

Please contact the Museum for any information.  

Gathering a Whale of a Collection!  

Above: A whale  
barnacle from the  
Curtis Collection. 
Right: Whale harpoon  
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Celebrating 30 Years  
4ÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ  
ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÄ 
ÔÈÅ -ÕÓÅÕÍȭÓ σπÔÈ   
ÁÎÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÒÙ ÉÎ ÓÔÙÌÅȢ 

4ÈÅ ÒÁÉÎ ɉÍÏÓÔÌÙɊ ÈÅÌÄ 
ÏÆÆȟ ÁÎÄ Á ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ÏÆ 
ÈÕÎÄÒÅÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ  
ÅÎÊÏÙÅÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÄÄÉÅ 
)ÓÌÁÎÄ 3ÉÎÇÅÒÓȟ Á  
7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ #ÏÕÎÔÒÙ 
ÆÒÏÍ "ÅÒÎÉÃÅ &ÉÓÈÅÒȟ 
ÓÐÅÅÃÈÅÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
-ÕÓÅÕÍͻÓ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙ 
ÆÒÏÍ -ÕÓÅÕÍ  
0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 'ÅÏÆÆ -ÏÏÒÅ ÁÎÄ ,ÏÕÉÓÅ $ÅÎÏÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
3ÔÁÔÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÏÆ 1ÌÄȟ ÄÅÌÉÃÉÏÕÓ ÍÕÌÌÅÔ ÂÕÒÇÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ Á 
ÇÌÁÓÓ ÏÆ ×ÉÎÅ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ "ÏÍÂÁÌÁ ÔÒÅÅȢ 

4ÈÅ -ÕÓÅÕÍ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×ÌÙ 
ÒÅÎÏÖÁÔÅÄ !ÒÃÈÉÖÅ 2ÏÏÍ ÉÎ ÈÏÎÏÕÒ ÏÆ ÆÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ  
ÍÅÍÂÅÒ %ÌÌÉÅ $ÕÒÂÉÄÇÅȢ %ÌÌÉÅȭÓ ÌÅÇÁÃÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ -ÕÓÅÕÍ 
ÉÓ ÈÅÒ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÍÁÐÓȟ ÐÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÓ 
ÁÎÄ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ .3)ȟ ÁÎ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ 
ÌÉÆÅȭÓ ×ÏÒËȢ 

&ÕÎÄÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÇÒÁÎÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 'ÁÍÂÌÉÎÇ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 
"ÅÎÅПÉÔ &ÕÎÄȟ Á  
ÆÁÂÕÌÏÕÓ ÎÅ×  
ÃÏÍÐÁÃÔÕÓ ÈÁÓ  
ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÂÅÅÎ  
ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
!ÒÃÈÉÖÅ 2ÏÏÍȟ ÔÏ 
ÍÁÓÓÉÖÅÌÙ ÅØÐÁÎÄ 
ÔÈÅ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÓÐÁÃÅȢ  
-ÕÓÅÕÍ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ 
ÁÎÄ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÉÁÎ !ÎÇÅÌÁ 
0ÕÁÔÁ ÈÁÓ ÓÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ 

ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ  
ÐÒÏÔÏÃÏÌÓ ÆÏÒ Á  
ÒÅ-ÃÁÔÁÌÏÇÕÉÎÇ  
ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÒÏÌÌ 
ÏÕÔ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÆÅ× 
ÍÏÎÔÈÓȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
ÍÁÎÙ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ 
ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÁÓÓÉÓÔ 
ÈÅÒÅɂ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÍÁÙ ÔÁËÅ 
ÕÓ Á ÆÅ× ÙÅÁÒÓ ÔÏ ПÉÎÉÓÈȦ 

4ÈÅ -ÕÓÅÕÍ ÁÌÓÏ  
ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ,ÉÆÅ  
-ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÔÏ ÆÏÒÍÅÒ 
0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ !ÕÎÔÙ 2ÏÓÉÅ 
"ÏÒÅÙȟ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÎ 
ÏÎÇÏÉÎÇ ÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÏÆ  
×ÉÓÄÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ 
ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎÙȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ 

4ÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÌÕÎÃÈ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
ÄÁÙɂ*ÁÌÕÍ &ÉÓÈÅÒÙ ÁÎÄ 3ÔÒÁÄÄÉÅ  
"ÁËÅÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÌÏÃÁÌ  
ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓÅÓ ×ÈÏ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÄ ÐÒÉÚÅÓ ÆÏÒ 
ÒÁÆПÌÅÓ ÈÅÌÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÕÌÌ ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ 
ÐÒÉÚÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒÓ ÉÓ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ &ÁÃÅÂÏÏË ÐÁÇÅȢ 

Left:  Clara Durbidge,  
Althea Vickers, Aunty  
Rosie Borey and Shaun  
Durbidge, with the plaque 
dedicating the Ellie  

Durbidge Archive Room. 
Below: New compactus 
installed in the Ellie  

Durbidge Archive Room.  

The Museum has launched the largest raffle we 
have ever held! 

With over $5,500 worth of fantastic prizes  
generously donated by Island businesses, this is  
a great opportunity to win one of 10 amazing  
Straddie experiences. 

As our major fundraising event this year, weôd love if 
all members could help spread the word...by sharing 
the raffle details with family, friends, workmates or 
anyone you talk to in the street!  

There are 10 packages of accommodation, barge 
trips, meals, activities, vouchers and gifts.   

Thank you to all the generous Island businesses 
who donated toward this raffle, helping us to raise 
money towards continuing the great work the  
Museum does.  

PLEASE SUPPORT THE MUSEUM MEGA-RAFFLE  

Details of all the prize packages are at  
http://www.stradbrokemuseum.com.au/megaraffle  

Tickets are available from the  
Museum, or go online to  

http://www.raffletix.com.au/nsihm  

to buy tickets with a credit card. 
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INK DROPS 
The Museum has partnered with Planet 
Ark to receive used ink cartridges for 
recycling.  Drop your old ink cartridges 
into the box in our reception area, and 
we will send them off to Planet Ark.  
  
To see how the cartridges are recycled, 
check out http://cartridges.planetark.org/ 

±h[¦b¢99w !¢ ¢I9 a¦{9¦aΗ 
±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 
ƳŜŜǘ ƴŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǎƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴ 
ƴŜǿ ƻƴŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŬƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ  
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ǎǘǳũ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ {ǘǊŀŘōǊƻƪŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΦ 

.ŜƛƴƎ ŀ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǝŜ ȅƻǳ 
Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ Ŏŀƭƭ [ƛǎŀ ƻǊ 9ƭƛǎŀōŜǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻƴ  
оплф фсффΣ ƻǊ ŘǊƻǇ ǳǎ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭΦ ²ŜϥŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳΦ 

PUMPED! A Social History of  
Yerrol Creek and the early water 

supply of Dunwich 
Yerrol Creek, on  
the outskirts of the 

Dunwich township, 
has always been an 
important area for the 

Quandamooka  

people.   

The creek was an  
important source of 
freshwater for  

Aboriginal people, and for people camping in the One 

Mile area. 

In 1885 a reservoir was built to receive water from 

the creek for the Dunwich Benevolent Asylum.   

As part of the 2017 Quandamooka Festival, the  

Museum is developing an exhibition exploring the 

social history of Yerrol Creek. 

The exhibition will explore the stories of local  

families who have been associated with the pumping 
station and tell the fascinating story of the early 

fresh water supply for Dunwich.  

The exhibition is due to be launched on Wed July 12, 
2017 at 10am, with a public talk and morning tea, 

and will run until the end of September. 
 

We would welcome community contributions to 

this exhibition. Please contact Elisabeth at  
the Museum if you have stories to share and 

would like to contribute—0422344466  
or info@stradbroke.museum.com.au 

New Books About 

Dunwich 
The Museum will soon publish two 

new books about the Dunwich  

Benevolent Asylum. 

A major new book about the Asylum 

is due to be launched later this year, 

and includes new research about 

how the institution was run, the  

reliance on Aboriginal workers and 

stories of the lives of some inmates. 

In the meantime, a shorter òbookletó 

will be available, a 28 page publication 

with photographs, designed to be a 
user-friendly short introduction to 

the Asylum.  

These publications will be welcomed 

by the many families who contact the 

Museum every year, looking for  

information about their relatives, and 

seeking to understand what their life 

in the Asylum may have been like. 

We are planning a book launch and 

public talk soon, so keep an eye on 

your letter box or your inbox for 

more details. 

Eels in Yerrol Creek. 


